UrbanPromlse donated land
for Marrero home proj ect |

By KRISTY DAVIES
Courier-Post staff

CAMDEN

A wave of good things has
come to UrbanPromise Minis-
fries in the wake of “Extreme
Makeover: Home Edition”
building a new home in Penn-
sauken for the Marrero fami-
ly.

UrbanPromise Ministries,
a nonprofit city-based reli-
gious and educational organi-
zation, donated the land for
the project and received a
makeover itself during the
filming.

“We were involved in the
‘Extreme Makeover' applica-
tion process for the family
from the beginning,” said
Bruce Main, executive direc-
tor of UrbanPromise Minis-
tries. “Part of the criteria to
be eligible for the makeover is
that you must own a house or
property. In the end, we do-
nated a couple of lots just
down the street.”

Vietor Marrero, the found-
er of Single Fathers of Cam-
den, is the father of five
teenage sons. Billy Joe Mar-
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® For previous coverage and video,
glick n this story on our Web
site.

rero, now 19, was featured in
the ABC *“20/20" special
“Waiting on the World t¢
Change” as one of three fea‘
tured children growing up Jm
poverished in Camden.

As a result of the show
Marrero and his sons Te-
ceived the new home. The
“Bxtreme Makeover: Home
Edition” show featuring Cam-
den and Pennsauken wxll air
Nov. 11 on ABC.

Main said that ‘Urban-
Promise was not surprised to
be included in the makeover
and is thankful for the help

“Tixtreme Makeover” ex-
pressed an interest in creat-
ing meeting space for the sup-
port group and approached
area companles to make it
happern. =

With only a Week to pre-
pare plans and begin con-

See MAKEOVER, Page 28




Makeover/ Mlmstry gets meetmg space

Contmued from Page 1B

structwn allRisk Property
Damage Experts of Somerdale,
in conjunection with Space De-
sign Inc., renovated what is
now a me_eting room for the sup-
port group, Also renovated was
a computer lab and an after-
school all-purpose roon.

“The show wanted to do some-
thing to enhance the east side
building,” said Christine Messi-
na, director of marketing for all-
Risk. “There was an area desig-
nated for restoration that
included two rooms, and a bath-
room the show envisioned by
knocking through a wall couid
become a conference room and
meeting place for (the support
group) to get togethey.”

But the approximately 14,000-
square-foot building does not
have air conditioning and wa-
ter stains are evidence of a lealk-
ing roof, even in the new meet-
ing room.

Right now, some rooms in the
almost 100-year-old building
have already been gutted in
preparation for more work fo be
done.

Jim Kehoe, president of the
Southern New Jersey Buillding
Trades Council in Winslow,
knew the work was not com-
pleted once the cameras
stopped rolling. On the day of
the revealing to.the Marrero
family, Kehoe said the building
was near 100 degrees.

“Wae still dedicate curselves to
get the next phase of the project
done without the cameras,” Ke-
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= ‘Extreme Makeover: Home Edition’
featering $he Marreros and
Camden/Penngauken will ar § p.m.
Nov. 11 on ABC.

@ ‘Sneak pesk’ will be available on the
‘Extreme Makeover Web site this
week at ahe.go.com/primetimey/
xtremehomefindex.

8 if you would like to watch an
upciate to the 20/20° documentary
‘Waiting an the World to Change,’ it
wili air af 10 p.m. Friday on ABC.
B 7o learmn about the original special,
Waiting on the Worid to Change,
which aired in January, visit ABC's
'20/20' at ahonews.go.com/
2020/story?id=28199918&page=1.

= A brief update on the 26/20°
special can be viewed ab
ahenews.go.com/
2020/story?id=2805254.

hoe said. .

Stili, the group is grateful for
the building improvenents and
equipment donated by area
companies.

A conference tabie, ornate with
different types of wood created
by “Extreme Makeover’ de-
signer Ed Sanders, is the cen-
terpiece to the room in Urban-
Promise’s east side building,
The meeting room has an at-
tached recreation area for kids
and adults — in Marrero's
group and in after-school pro-
grams —that has an Xbox 360,
Nintendo Wii, DVD player, big
gcreen television and a pool ta-
ble.

Comcast alsc volunteered mate-
rials and manpower for what is

now the Comcast Technology
Center in the building, About a .
dozen 1ew: ‘Macintosh comput
ersline thie room and 4 flat-
screen televssmn gl eeis those_
who enter, o
Coordinating. wnh alIstk
Campbell ‘Soup ‘TFoundation,
Space -Design Inc. and other
bmldmg s iradesin the area, Ke-
hoe hopes 16 begin construction
on the building's ‘infrastructure -
to ‘install: modern electricity
and wiring, air c0nd1t1onmg,
plumbing and roofing. .
Once ‘that is complete; Camp
bell Soup Foundation and build-.
ing trade volunteers will rend-
vate the kitchen and cafeteria
in the puilding. Refrigerators,
ovens ‘and other ‘appliances
have Al eady . been removed
from ‘the kitchen because of
safety and sanitation and the
food program at the Urban-
Promise schools has been sus-
pended until the kitchen is com-
pleted.
Campbell Soup Foundation do-
nated $50,000 to the project, saié
Jessica Gongzalez-Joseph, pro-
gram director of the founda-
tion. Teaming with Scdexho, a
corporation specializing in
kitchens and food service for
schools, the foundation was
able to secure additional funds
for the project as well as more
vohunteers.
“This isn't for just one family,”
Kehoe said. “It's about commu-
nity and not just one family.”

Reach Kristy Davies at (856) 251-3341
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